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• “We live during the hinge of history.

Given the scientific and 
technological discoveries of the last 
two centuries, the world has never 
changed as fast.

We shall soon have even greater 
powers to transform, not only our 
surroundings, but ourselves and our 
successors.”

• Derek Parfit, On What Matters; 2011
• British philosopher 1942-2017
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derek_Parfit

…a consequential time

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derek_Parfit
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https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200923-the-hinge-of-history-long-termism-and-existential-risk


Our to do list…(just the big ones)…
• …by priority…because they are inter-dependent, and deliver co-benefits

• Solve the climate crisis

• Achieve economic transformation

• Reach deep sustainability
• …in all senses of the word…ecological, social, cultural and economic

• Drastically reduce inequalities
• …economic, education, health and justice

• Make housing affordable

• Grow into 21st century nationhood



…to do so, we need…
• Wisdom

• Open-ness

• Creativity

• Collective action

• Care for the common good

• …and to all make our own particular contributions
• …each of us can only do our infinitesimally small bit
• …but together we make constructive progress

• The course we set this decade will determine our long-term future 



Agenda

• Earth

• Democracy

• Society



“Humanity is waging war on nature. This is suicidal.”

UN Secretary General António Guterres’
State of the Planet report, Dec 2020

• https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2020-12-
02/secretary-generals-address-columbia-university-the-
state-of-the-planet-scroll-down-for-language-versions

“We are facing a devastating pandemic,
new heights of global heating, new lows of 
ecological degradation and new setbacks 
in our work towards global goals for more 
equitable, inclusive and sustainable 
development.

To put it simply, the state of the planet is 
broken.

Dear friends, humanity is waging war on 
nature. This is suicidal.” 

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2020-12-02/secretary-generals-address-columbia-university-the-state-of-the-planet-scroll-down-for-language-versions
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Stockholm Resilience Centre 
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries.html

https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries.html


Our long journey ahead



New Zealand’s boundary breaches

• https://www.mfe.govt.nz/sites/default/files/medi
a/Climate%20Change/A%20Safe%20Operating
%20Space%20for%20NZ%20Aotearoa%20-
%20Translating%20the%20planetary%20bound
aries%20framework.pdf

https://www.mfe.govt.nz/sites/default/files/media/Climate%20Change/A%20Safe%20Operating%20Space%20for%20NZ%20Aotearoa%20-%20Translating%20the%20planetary%20boundaries%20framework.pdf


Our greatest
challenge…
…is our greatest 
opportunity

• Environment Aotearoa 2019

• The first comprehensive 
analysis of the ways
we’re damaging our biosphere

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/node/24964/

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/node/24964/


Little Celeste… - 2019big Franz Josef glacier - 1998/ little Franz JosefBig Celeste…



Hope in Hell by Jonathon Porritt
• “This is literally the last decade in which authentic, grounded 

hope will be available to anchor everything we can do to serve 
our families, friends and future generations.

• “We have no alternative but to commit to more radical political 
action. To get as many people as possible involved in 
campaigning activities just as often as possible.

• “To bring such pressure to bear on our political systems, while 
we still have time, to shift from today’s wholly inadequate  
incrementalism to fill-on emergency response.

• “The case for civil disobedience is now overwhelming.”

• http://www.jonathonporritt.com/hope-in-hell/

http://www.jonathonporritt.com/hope-in-hell/
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https://www.ted.com/talks/christiana_figueres_the_case_for_stubborn_optimism_on_climate?language=en


Inter-connection
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Agenda

• Earth

• Democracy

• Society



Democracy
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Democracy…downgraded





Full democracies – top 7 of 23 countries

Flawed democracies – top 6 of 52



The state of Democracy
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“The surprising 
science of
large-scale 
collective action”
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Citizen assemblies
…and policy juries 
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Here…
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Here…Generation Zero
• 2016: Launched a campaign for a Zero Carbon Act

• …a handful of people showed up…but they persevered
• 2017: Labour adopted in as a campaign promise
• 2019: ZCA became law…fundamental framework for our climate crisis response



Climate strike…Auckland, September 20th, 2019
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“Covid has exposed society’s dysfunctions”
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So you want
to downscale
the Doughnut?
• Here’s how:
• https://www.kateraw
orth.com/2020/07/16
/so-you-want-to-
create-a-city-
doughnut/#

https://www.kateraworth.com/2020/07/16/so-you-want-to-create-a-city-doughnut/


Indigenous perspective 
on the Doughnut

https://www.projectmoonshot.city/post/an-indigenous-view-
on-doughnut-economics-from-new-zealand

https://www.projectmoonshot.city/post/an-indigenous-view-on-doughnut-economics-from-new-zealand


• Auckland Writers’ Festival, May 2019  
http://www.writersfestival.co.nz/look-and-
listen/videos/Page1/doughnut-economics-kate-raworth-
2019/

• New Plymouth, Just Transition Summit, 
May 2019

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJBPtWitZ3k

Kate Raworth in Aotearoa

http://www.writersfestival.co.nz/look-and-listen/videos/Page1/doughnut-economics-kate-raworth-2019/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJBPtWitZ3k


…one of Raworth’s presentations in NZ, May 2019
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https://www.mbie.govt.nz/dmsdocument/5722-doughnut-economics-kate-raworth
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https://doughnuteconomicsnz.com/


Climate 
Change 
Commission
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https://www.climatecommission.govt.nz/


Climate Change Commission – 2021 is the big year
• Timetable for 3 x 5-year carbon budgets & emission reduction pathways to 2035:

• February 1 – Commission published draft carbon budgets and pathways

• Feb 1 – March 28 - Public consultation 

• May – Commission submits its proposals to government

• November – Government submits increased climate commitment to the UN

• December 31 – Deadline for government’s response



COP 26 - Glasgow
= RSU1$+#Y-$6%%F+6-&/+1$5%&:6-#$
+#,/-&6-&/+1
• c/1-#($;2$-.#$R\$g$]-6%28$
4%61,/78$S/'$BFBE8$EGEB

= A&,$*#M)&*#:#+-$/+$+6-&/+1[
• V/$&+5*#61#$-.#&*$9%#(,#1$
-/$5)-$#:&11&/+1I

• I1/$-.#2$6*#$5/+1&1-#+-$
7&-.$+/$:/*#$-.6+$6$B3bQ$
*&1#$&+$-#:9#*6-)*#

• iS_U1$5)**#+-$`$aQj

# $""%!&''((()*>0,%3L),-.'

https://www.ukcop26.org/


“…the shift...will be profound and widespread”
• “…the shift from the old economy

to a new, low-emissions economy
will be profound and widespread,
transforming land use, the energy system,
production methods and technology,
regulatory frameworks and institutions,
and business and political culture.”

• New Zealand Productivity Commission
Low carbon economy, August 2017



Our 2nd term Labour-led government is…
• …likely to, on climate and the environment:

• Adopt stringent carbon budgets and emission reduction pathways

• Replace the RMA with a Natural and Built Environments Act
and a Strategic Planning Act (as proposed by the Randerson Report)
• …and possibly a climate retreat act
• …and seek some local government amalgamation?

• Enact freshwater reforms

• Accelerate transformation to a low carbon economy

• Support the Primary Sector Council’s regeneration strategy

• Progress on government’s biodiversity strategy
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Infrastructure deficit – but will we build green?
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https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/acenz/pages/1664/attachments/original/1600131096/infrastructure-for-the-long-haul.pdf?1600131096


Primary
sector
strategy



NZ Agricultural 
Greenhouse Gas 
Research Centre
• Research…

applied to farming 
techniques and systems

• https://www.agmatters.nz/

https://www.agmatters.nz/
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Aotearoa Circle - Fenwick Forum

• https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bb6cb19c2ff61422a0d7b17/t/5ef16ab4eade2b25c640ad14/1592879840886/The+F
enwick+Forum+Report+June+2020.pdf

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bb6cb19c2ff61422a0d7b17/t/5ef16ab4eade2b25c640ad14/1592879840886/The+Fenwick+Forum+Report+June+2020.pdf


Fenwick Forum



• https://pureadvantage.org/ourregenerativefuturecampaign/

https://pureadvantage.org/ourregenerativefuturecampaign/
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“Casting our nets”
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…what this means to us today
• This insight is retold in a seminal lecture on mātauranga Māori given by Te 

Ahukaramū Charles Royal, an academic researcher and music composer, at the 
University of Canterbury in 2009.

• He noted in the lecture that: “Mātauranga Māori today exists in a fragmentary and 
disorganised state; a good deal of existing mātauranga Māori concerns a world 
that only exists in the past and so a great deal of work needs to be done to bring 
about relevance and utility within this body of knowledge in our contemporary 
circumstances. Much has also been lost, and much mātauranga Māori has been 
superseded by other kinds of knowledge. So it is important not to make claims for 
mātauranga Māori that cannot be substantiated.”

• He knew, though, there was still plenty of indigenous Māori knowledge extant, 
recoverable and yet to be learnt which could contribute powerfully to our 
contemporary and future progress

• He identified three themes – searching for better relationships with the natural 
world, cross-boundary styles of thought and knowledge and the revitalisation of 
traditional indigenous knowledge – which, when woven together, “are the key 
ideas within international indigenous knowledge today.”

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5369700de4b045a4e0c24bbc/t/5d54991237bfcb0001a5dca3/1565825300610/CRoyal2009MacmillanBrownLecture.pdf


Community
• Issues are increasingly global…solutions are increasingly local
• ...to achieve an unprecedented speed, scale and complexity of change

• Solutions require very strong, learning communities…some attributes:
• Common sense
• Common purpose
• Common wealth

• Places where individuals are valued, helped, encouraged…
• …in return, we all participate, change

• We each can only do our infinitesimally small part…
• …but if an infinitely largely number of do so, we can change the world
• …beginning in our own backyards



2040...Aotearoa’s bicentennary



...and T!maki Makaurau’s
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“The human race is challenged 
more than ever before

to demonstrate our mastery, 
not over nature 

but of ourselves”
Rachel Carson




